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board this vessel disguised as hermits. Then let the
wind and the flowing stream convey these messengers
to the place where the angry recluse holds the young
hermit as a prisoner, and in the absence of the
father let the maidens lure the young man on board
the vessel. If I am not greatly mistaken, the ship
will return to us with a willing captive. See that
my commands are obeyed without delay, that the
clouds may once again pour down their generous
rains to rejoice the hearts of all my subjects."

When the ministers and counsellors heard the
plan of the king they were delighted beyond all
measure, and lost no time in following out his
directions. Now that the task of fetching the young
hermit had fallen upon other shoulders, they assured
the king that it was of the highest importance that the
directions of the aged Brahman should be followed
to the letter.

So the lovely maidens embarked on a ship which
had been fitted out in accordance with the king's
instructions, and the wind and the floating river
swiftly conveyed them, disguised as hermits, to the
place of retreat of the recluse, who had received from
the gods the terrible power to curse.

ii

Now it happened that for some time before this
the recluse had avoided, as much as possible, the
society of his son. In his heart of hearts he knew
that he was no fit companion for the young man, for